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the solemnity, pomp, and splendor with -which the Church
celebrates its mysteries.
"We will not vouch for the truth of the report that Eachel
met, as ly chance—it having been previously arranged thus—
his holiness in the gardens of the Vatican, and, kneeling, avow-
ed her firm resolve to be a Christian.* But we have the au-
thority of an eye-witness of undoubted veracity for her behavior
on her return from her visit to St. Paul's and the Vatican/
She came into wthe room where her sister Rebecca and one
other person were sitting, and for some time remained mute
and absorbed in thought, walking up and down with knit
brow and abrupt, agitated gestures. When she spoke at last
it was to utter ejaculations of admiration and awe. To the
questions addressed to her she returned no direct answer, but
exclaimed in broken, disjointed phrases, " Yes, this is the true
faith. This is the God-inspired creed. None other could
have accomplished such works. Truly, I will be one of them
yet."
Rebecca heard this with intense indignation, and remon-
strated with extreme warmth against the proposed apostasy,
repeating at intervals, as though to clinch her arguments,
" Oh, what would Sarah say! Oh, how I wish Sarah were
here!" The temper of Sarah was dreaded by all the family,
and had its weight even on Eachel,
The witness of this singular scene was astonished at the
patience with which the elder sister endured the reproaches
of the younger. The tragedienne ^vouchsafed no reply, but,
throwing herself on the bed, remained there engrossed in her
own reflections.
The other members of the Felix family, though not prac-
ticers of its forms, are stanch adherents of their faith, Re-
becca had much of Rachel's serious, contemplative turn of
mind. She never could understand a jest on certain subjects.
The female members of the company having gone to visit the
* However improbable this may appear, it is not more so than the
vary recent presentation of a well-known Israelite banker, his wife and
daughter, to the vicegerent of Christ and successor of St, Peter. The
of a soul was surely of more value than the probable bene-
,	*	*
Fay.

